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E. O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PBOR PDEV XF IS 

SUB J : NEW WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS - PRESS GUIDANCE 

REF.: STATE 205407 

1 . EMBASSY HAD NOT RPT NOT BEEN INFORMED BY GOI OF 
DECISION TO ESTABLISH NEW WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS PRIOR 
TO GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT ON AUGUST 13. 

2. WE HAD SUSPICIONS THAT SOMETHING WAS AFOOT BECAUSE 
OF INCREASING PRESS RUMORS, BUT NOBODY AUTHORITATIVE 
IN GOVERNMENT WOULD TALK TO US UNTIL CENSORSHIP WAS 
LIFTED ON AUGUST 13. WE LEARNED DEFINITEVELY THAT 
DECISION HAD BEEN MADE WHEN RADIO CARRIED REPORT 
SUNDAY EVENING (AUG 13) OF CABINET SECRETARY NAOR’S 
STATEMENT TO THE PRESS AT 2015. LEWIS 
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